NAYANA

ACQUISITION OF A DISCIPLE

Nayana at the suggestion ofVasudeva Sastri decided
to visit Tiruvottiyur (Adipura the first and foremost city -
suggestive perhaps of the fact that pilgrimage to the South
begins with this holy place) where the presiding deity is
Tripurasundari. They found in the south street of
Tiruvottiyur, a dilapidated temple ofGanesha which appeared
suitable for tapas. Then they went to the Tripurasundari
temple. When Nayana was praising the Goddess with a sloka
from Umasahasram, a Sanskrit student who was nearby,
chanced to hear it. Delighted on hearing the charming sloka,
recited in a rich melodious voice, he enquired of Vasudeva
Sastri who the personage was. On being told that he was
'Kavyakantha* Ganapati the student at once touched the feet
of Nayana and volunteered to be of service to him. He was
Kapali Sastri. They went round various shrines and came to
a small dark well. The deity inside was Kali. Legend had it
that Kali in anger, had retired into this dark well. Nayana
offered Her a sloka.

Kupe vibhaasi kila kopvati triyaamaa
Caarinyasesajagadiaswari Kaali bhadre
Vibhraajadaadipuravaasini, daasamaapat
Kupaadudancayapadaambujabhaktametam

'Mother, frowning at the prowlers during the night
(evil forces) - Qeen of the entire world! - Beneficient Kali! -
Resident of the luminous Adipura! - you are said to be shining
within this dark well. Lift up this servant of yours who is
devoted to your feet, from the dark well of adversity*.

That night Narayana Ghanaapati and Adhaam
(Kalambur Venkataraman) who were then in Madras, learning
that their master had come to Tiruvottiyur went there. Nayana
asked Narayana to take to Vellore the copy of Umasahasram
for. safe custody. Visalakshi was then staying in Vellore.
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